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Weblog for Small Non-Profit Organization1 

Context for Project 

Your primary task is to develop a blog for a small, local not-for-profit organization [501(C)(3)]  in 
the Tampa Bay area. The name of the organization is Sparta Zoological Rescue and 
Rehabilitation Center; it is a non-profit permanent sanctuary for many abused, unwanted, and 
non-releasable wild and exotic animals. Working closely with state and federal agencies to adopt 
more animals, Sparta’s mission is to provide quality, lifetime care for the animals of their facility. 
The organization currently houses more than 200 exotic animals, including tigers, lynx, birds of 
prey, cougars, bears, and many others.  

 Because one of Sparta’s primary goals is to educate people on the need to protect local 
and exotic wildlife and their habitat, the organization needs to develop a much stronger online 
presence. They currently have a functional website but the images are tacky, the writing is sub-
par, and it looks like it was developed in 1999. 

 Here’s where you come in. While their website does need updating, it is perfectly 
functional and provides the basic information people need to know. However, the organization is 
in desperate need a more consistent flow of information on the web. This information will 
provide readers with other ways people can engage in the organization, updated information on 
specific animals in the center, and also pertinent news with a specific way of presenting.     

 The specific learning objectives are as follows:   

1. To learn to communicate at work in writing through external business documents. 

2. To learn to compose online documents with images for workplace contexts in the non-profit 
sphere. 

3. To target a wide audience with the specific purpose of educating the public on the news, 
events, and issues surrounding the center. 

4. To research similar organizations as well as become intimately familiar with the issues 
around animal welfare.  

Deliverables: Overview 

For this assignment, the main task is actually completing and maintaining a blog for Sparta. But 
there are a series of steps and assignments that are involved in this process.  

• 1: External Research exercise. 

• 2: Three (3) brief summaries of relevant articles about endangered and exotic wildlife in the 
state of Florida.  

• 3: Blog 

                                                
1 Based on project 2.68 in Professional Writing Online 3e 
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Deliverables: Specifics 

1. External Research exercise (5%) 

• Find at least three organizations that are similar in nature to Sparta (meet the 510(3)(C) 
criteria) in the greater Tampa Bay area or in Florida generally. Look closely at their web 
presence (sites, blogs, social media, etc.) and write up a consultancy report for your own 
organization In this you should describe the nature of their web presence and suggest 
ways that Sparta’s web presence should function.  

 
• Here are some examples of local organizations:  

 
• http://www.genesiszoological.org/ 

• http://www.stearnszoological.org/ 

• http://blog.dadecityswildthings.com/ 

 

2. Three (3) brief summaries of relevant articles (5%) 

• Part of your blogging content responsibilities will be reading, summarizing, and giving 
perspective on articles that are pertinent to the field of exotic and domestic wildlife 
preservation and rehabilitation in America.  

• Because of of your main rhetorical purposes in this blog is to educate your audience 
about not only what Sparta does but also the issues surrounding wildlife preservation, 
integrating articles into blog format brings to light some of the key political and social 
issues going on right now to an audience who has concern for animal welfare.   

• These summaries will be no shorter than 300 words in length and will achieve the 
following: 

• Summarize the contents of the reliable article. 

• Integrate the ideas and issues outlined in the article into what that means for 
Sparta in meaningful ways. For example, a recent bill passed labeling a certain 
species as endangered would have great impacts on the way Sparta goes about 
treating and rehabilitating the animals.  

• Written in an engaging way that is aware of the wide audience of readers.  

3. Sparta Blog (15%) 

• This portion of the assignment will consist of the heaviest workload and will be a 
product of the work you did in the first two deliverables.  

• The design of the blog is an important element to its presentation and will largely be 
based off of the research you have done of other organizations and their web presence. 
The design, look, and feel of the blog will be based upon the suggestions you gave in 
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deliverable one of this unit. The aesthetic quality of the blog should be engaging but not 
overwhelming and should be informative.  

• The function of this blog is to maintain a consistent and legitimate web presence for a 
small, NPO in need of getting awareness and education out there.  

• This is NOT the organization’s website. It is not your job to take on all of the 
responsibility of describing the organization, having a lengthy “About” page, or 
outlining the history of the organization. That being said, there should be some room 
on the blog that gives sufficient description of the organization for those people who 
come to the blog first. There should be enough information to contextualize your 
purpose, but not create an organization.      

• The blog will be graded upon the following qualities: 

• Aesthetic quality. This includes images, videos, banner, color scheme, 
organization, and font. The blog should be an inviting web space. 

• Usability. Is the blog easy to navigate? Are the links fully functional? Does this 
blog take me to other places I might be interested in visiting on the web? Are 
the tabs, tags, and categories used appropriately?  

• Content. The final product should have a total of 5 posts of approximately 250-
300 words each (1250-1500 words total). Also, include deliverable two of this unit 
as blog posts for a total of 8 blog posts (5 new, 3 old). These posts can include 
summaries of other articles, update the status of a particular animal or group of 
animals, brief manifestos arguing in favor of the preservation of wildlife, or even 
personal experiences you may have had with something pertinent to this 
organization. The text should be well-written (free of grammatical errors) and 
engage in conversational style appropriate for a blog of a small NPO.   

 


