
Task 

You will contribute meaningfully to a class blog devoted to deepening 

professionals’ understanding of the theory and practice of professional writing.   

Objectives 

• To target digital and online writing for particular audiences 

• To develop a level of expertise of professional writing necessary to 
educate public and professional audience

• To compose electronic media using an open source blogging tool

Deliverables: Overview 

• Emailed Proposal: 250 words

• Blog Posts: 2 x 500 words

• Tweets: 2 x 140 characters

• Comments on external blogs: 2 x 75 words

Deliverables: Specifications 

Emailed Proposal 

Audience: Instructor. 

Purpose: To craft a professional email and also to communicate intentions 

for blog posts. 

Before you compose your blog posts, you must first email the instructor a 

brief, professional email clearly outlining the nature of the intended blog 
posts. Emails must consist of the following:  

• Professional tone

• Proper formatting

• Clear and concise paragraphs presenting the relevant content 

Blog Posts 

Audience: Workplace professionals seeking knowledge about professional 
writing practice (primary); instructor (secondary). 

Purpose: To position oneself as an authority on professional writing to a real, 
online readership of invested professionals.

Professional Writers at USF is a blog created to function as a space for ENC 
3250 students at the University of South Florida to share their expertise with 
the larger workplace communities and public at large. The primary audience 

of the blog are professionals in the workplace seeking deeper knowledge, 
practical advice, and explanation of concepts and practices pertaining to 
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the field of professional writing. As such, the purpose of each and every 
blog post is to facilitate at least one of the following:

• a clearer understanding of theory

• a better understanding of concepts though the use of practical 
examples

• an important piece of advice based upon a real or hypothetical case

The multi-authored blog has already been created; the purpose has already 

been defined. Your job is to contribute twice to this blog. The primary 
guideline for the content of the blog posts is that they must relate to the 
theory and/or practice of professional writing in the twenty-first century, and 

that the content be produced from a point of relative authority (intellectual 
modesty is a plus). Each and every blog post should have what all effective 

blog posts have:

• functional hyperlinks to sources and/or points of interest

• engaging writing style

• professional, yet personal tone

• images and/or videos (properly attributed and linked back to the 

source)

• short paragraphs for easy readability

• intriguing title

• appropriate categories and tags

• substantial and interesting content that fits the theme of the blog

• connections to other posts within the same blog

• impeccable grammar and mechanics

Tweets 

Audience: Workplace professionals seeking knowledge about professional 
writing practice (primary); instructor (secondary).

Purpose: To cogently summarize blog posts and develop them for a new 
medium.   

Professional Writers at USF has a corresponding Twitter account that you 
have access to. Once the blog posts are complete, you will “tweet” out the 
link to your article along with an engaging and informative message of 140 

characters or less to explain to the audience the nature of the blog post. 
Tweeting is an essential component to garnering an audience for a blog.  



Comments 

Audience: Public online (primary); instructor (secondary).

Purpose: To enter further into the “blogosphere.”

In the “blogosphere,” the open market of ideas, there exist relationships. 

Some are vitriolic, some are useless, but some are productive. Gaining ethos  
in the blogging/online community is an integral part of any new media 
writer’s job. This component of the project asks you to find two other blogs 

(that are even mildly relevant to ours) and comment on a post for each. Your 
comments must respond in a productive (i.e., professional, knowledge-

exchanging, reciprocal, feedback) way and must respond directly to the 
content at hand.   

Submitting the Project 

Of all three projects, this is the most difficult to submit. Each student will submit 
one PDF document that contains the following information presented in a clear 

and professional manner:

• A draft of the emailed proposal

• The title of your two blog posts following by direct hyperlinks to the posts 

themselves  

• Cropped screenshots of the two tweets

• Cropped screenshots of the two comments, alongside with a brief one to 
two sentence rationale for your choice of blogs on which to post


